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his fame was considerable, he was known by the less
dignified nickname of Yang Chiu-wa, or "Ninth-
baby Yang." (Many Shensi peasants, as we discovered,
knew him by this name and by no other.) Dignified
by Nanking with the official title of "Pacification
Commissioner" of Shensi, he had returned from a
visit to Japan to take up effective control of his native
province. One of his first tasks was to thin the ranks
of banditry, which had thriven since his time in the
poverty-stricken North-west. Yang's approach to the
problem was simple: he knew the biggest bandits in
the province personally, so he invited five of them to a
banquet in his yamen and shot them in the courtyard
before dinner.
This was the man who had thrown in his lot with
Chang Hsueh-liang in the movement of the "Double
Twelfth"; and if he had had his way, it is doubtful if
Chiang Kai-shek would ever have seen Nanking again.
The co-operation of Yang and the Young Marshal
was a surprise to many people; it was known that
the "Shensi Tiger" had not welcomed the arrival of
the North-eastern army in his preserves. But when
he realised that the "Bandit-Suppressor" had no wish
to encroach on his own power in the province, Yang
had shown a pronounced sympathy with the anti-civil-
war, anti-Japanese policy that Chang advocated. The
Shensi general was said to be resolutely anti-Japanese
and strongly critical of Nanking's "policy of sur-
render." Perhaps he was tired of a quiet life; he had
wanted to join in the Kwangsi-Kwangtung movement
that autumn, but had been persuaded to wait by the
Young Marshal. Now he was Vice-President of the
New Military Affairs Council in the rebel provinces,
and acting commander of the United Anti-Japanese